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To be a successful learner reaches farther than just in the classroom.  Some people are very successful in classroom learning but don’t learn well outside the classroom and the opposite is also true.  Inside each and every person is the ability to learn but varies on how much of that potential is reached.  Some will learn to be strong in music or science or art or English or languages etc.  Just because one has potential to learn does not mean they will.


Children are innately curious and interested in learning about what’s around them.   They want to see what is around them and find out what things feel like, taste like, smell like and hear like.  If children were not interested in learning about what’s around them, they would just sit like lumps in a seat or in a lap.  Instead, a baby struggles to lift its’ head to see what is around.  When children grow to be school aged and attend school sometimes that interest in learning has been fostered and has grown.  Those are the students who come into school eager, excited, and thirsty for whatever is taught.  Then there are the students who come in without an interest in learning anything, they are more worried about real life, the will I have food tonight, types of questions.  


Children are resilient in life and with the right support, interest, and caring, can be interested in learning.  Students who are challenged, questioned, and cared about make great gains in the classroom.  Nel Noddings hits the nail on the head when researching the effect caring has on students and their growth.  If a teacher cares for her students and shows that in word and deed, students are more apt to respect and learn from that teacher.  Teachers often say that they care but students don’t recognize that type of caring.  Building a community of learners is a very difficult thing to do in a classroom these days.  Students come to school taught to worry about what is fair, give me everything, etc.  To change a students’ expectation in the classroom to one of what’s best for me within the community and what’s fair is not always the same is a tough lesson to learn.  Why do some get things or more support?  What do they do to get attention?  Teachers have a challenge ahead to create learning communities that have learners and teachers learning from each other.  


What is more important education or learning?  Is it more important for students to be taught the material or is it more important for students to learn and understand the material?  There are many ways to ‘teach’ the curriculum but is that they best for our learners?  Are they really challenged to learn or to memorize?  It’s a struggle to keep teaching fresh and to keep challenging students to really understand, explain, and be excited about learning.  As a teacher, it’s hard to not continually jump on the new bandwagon but to stick to what fits for my learners, my classroom and myself.  If I can’t be interested and enthusiastic about teaching the material, how can I expect my students to be?

