
Teaching second graders to write is an incredibly difficult challenge!  Needless to say, many of the things I’ve tried this year don’t feel like they were highly successful but my students are writing more, writing details, and more importantly using the skills taught in their writing.  I did implement these lessons in my second grade classroom.  These students are a challenging bunch this year and writing has been specifically challenging. In my original lesson plan I had some pretty lofty goals for my students and some worked out O.K. and others weren’t as successful.  Students did well with the drawing of an object after listening to the description and were able to discuss what made the description good or bad.  However, when it came time for students to use descriptive language to describe their own item, it wasn’t as smooth a transition as I had hoped for.  Students gave basic information but not stunning detail.  Throughout the series of lessons, I saw that my students were able to complete the activities together as a whole group with modeling and support but when it came time to work independently, they struggled on what and how and where to do things.  This makes me wonder if my expectations are appropriate for the age of my students.  As a whole group the students bombed the mechanics part of our lessons…maybe I need to do more D.O.L.  As I am writing this, my students are still working on their longer narrative pieces and it’s quite difficult for them to stay focused on one topic and not be done after 3 or 4 sentences.  


The most beneficial things I saw throughout this series of lessons was being able to share their own work immediately with using the document camera.  We could close independent time with sharing of our work instead of having to wait until the next day to share work.  Not only did students get hear the author speak, they got to see the actual writing as well.  This really made a difference and I know this by the conversations we had around the work and the conversations the students had amongst themselves.  “They wrote a lot”, “that’s a good word choice” etc.  That was definitely the most positive part of the whole experience for me; the students being able to discuss the writing right away and were vested in the conversation.  

Question set #1

* What was learned? What were the learning goals of this instructional experience? What were the underlying assumptions (explicit and implicit) about the nature of knowledge?


Students were expected to learn some fundamentals of writing and be able to use them in their writing.  I have assumed from the beginning of the year until now that my students should have more of the basics down…they don’t.  The lessons also built on each other, if they missed a day or two, it would be hard to catch up with the information building on each lesson.  

* What are the affordances for how knowledge/information is being represented? What are the constraints?


Information is being presented in a whole class format and in independent practice/work.  Some big constraints have to do with the climate of the class, are they able to work independently?  Are they able to work as part of a whole group?  Etc.  

* How does learning take place? What elements of constructivism did you observe? What elements of behaviorism did you observe? Were any other learning theories present?


Learning takes place as the students are taught whole group but then are able to construct their own knowledge by independently practicing the skills presented.  When the students have the opportunity to discuss their work you see the connections the students are making between the written language and the spoken word.  It allows students to see that both can be ‘flavorful’ with a variety of vocabulary.

* Was your lesson intended to supplement or supplant existing curriculum? Or, was it intended to enhance the learning of something already central to the curriculum or some new set of understandings or competencies?


I have to teach writing, but these lessons were set up to supplement the writing I’m supposed to be teaching.  It gave the hands-on practice and sharing of students’ work that had been missing in my teaching so far this year.

* How are important differences among learners taken into account?


In my classroom and in every lesson I teach, I try very hard to differentiate my instruction in all areas.  My students are all over the board in ability from the students that can write page after page on topic to those who struggle to get even an idea on paper.  This series of lessons allowed me to have all students participate at their level and be successful in at least part of the lesson.  I had different levels of expectations for the different students in my room.  If one was able to get a picture on their paper and was able to verbally describe it, it was a success.  If another was able to write 3-5 paragraphs in paragraph form, it was a success.  It varies on the level of the student and the ability they have.

* What do teachers and learners need to know in order for your lesson to be a success? What demands are placed on teachers and other "users"? What knowledge is assumed?


An important part of making these lessons successful is to know the method in which I teach writing.  I model my writing time after the writer’s workshop approach of teaching a mini-lesson, giving independent practice time, and then gathering students back together to close or report back what was done during the independent piece.  It takes some organization and some training of the students to make sure they know what is expected during each stage of writing time.  I am then available during independent practice to conference with students and choose topics for the next mini-lessons.

* How did you assess what students were doing and what they were learning from this activity? How did you hold them accountable for the work they did?


Students had independent practice time daily in which I was able to check in with individual students and observe and discuss what they were doing while they were doing it.  Students also kept all of their writings in their yellow writing folder so I was able to see the growth or change or lack of both in an instant when checking their yellow folder.  Both were successful ways to assess and choose pieces to share with the whole class.  

Question Set Two

* What role does technology play in your lesson? What advantages or disadvantages does the technology hold for this role? What unique contribution does the technology make in facilitating learning?


Technology played an important role with the use of a document camera.  This allowed for students to see as well as hear the writing of their fellow students.  It also allowed them to see objects as it was being described instead of having to wait to see what it looked like.  This allowed students to be involved at all times during the lessons.

    * What did you expect your students to make of their use of technology in your lesson? How did they react when using the technologies? What questions did students have, and how did you respond to them?


I didn’t expect the students to be able to use the document camera; I expected them to benefit from the use of the document camera.  This was important to differentiate because I wasn’t teaching a how to of the document camera, I was teaching writing using the document camera to strengthen my teaching.

    * How would you describe how students were making sense of the content with the technology?

I was impressed by the conversations going around the technology, particularly when I sued the technology to the best of my ability while teaching the concept of writing descriptively and using it to show examples immediately.

